[Prostatectomy incontinence].
Urinary continence is guaranteed by the system of smooth urethral musculature, the so-called sphincter internus. The striated sphincter externus has primarily no responsibility for continence. One of its most important functions is the initiation of a voluntary micturition. Further functions are: the voluntary interruption of the urinary stream, the reflectory occlusion by elevated intraabdominal pressure (coughing, sneezing, laughing, heavy physical work), expression of the rest of urine in the urethra after micturition, stabilization of the proximal urethra in the urogenital diaphragm. To get an optimal function after prostatectomy an intact sphincter externus becomes important for the smooth urethral muscular system which is further responsible for the continence. About 90% of all patients with a postprostatectomy incontinence have an intact sphincter externus. In these cases we have a high incidence of incontinence cure. Only in 10% of incontinence after prostatectomy the sphincter externus is damaged. In those cases the incontinence operation is inadequate.